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4th June 2018 
 
 
To Whom it May Concern 
 
 
This is a letter of support on behalf of Akos Juhasz for his application for funding to Australia 
Council via their Fellowship Grant. 
 
I recently met with Akos to discuss an opportunity to develop a mural project at our 
Shopping Centre to promote local community connection through art.  During this meeting 
Akos spoke with passion about a new mural project in which he will create 42 large 
individual canvasses – each one created in a different region around Australia and 
incorporating the work of local community members – with the final artwork forming an 
overarching message of inclusion, harmony and hope. 
 
The project is expected to take two full years to complete and once completed, due to its 
size, will be displayed on the side of a city building.  
 
This is an ambitious project that has the ability to connect communities around the country. 
Akos’ vision and passion for the project and the positive impact it can have on communities 
is inspiring and we hope that you look upon this application favourably  
 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Melissa Bampton 
Marketing Manager 
Stockland Hervey Bay 
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Australia Council Fellowship 

 

To whom it may concern, 

My name is Francis Blair and I am an indigenous woman of the Waka Waka people. I grew up not 

knowing the truth of my heritage; brought up by a mother with English/German background.  I was 

about 11 years old when I learned the truth of my full identity; my father is an aboriginal man. 

Growing up I always felt misunderstood and different from my other siblings. I had a connection with 

nature that was rare and mine; I didn’t share it with others and found no-one else to share it with me. 

Boarding school was like being shipped to another planet and I found myself to be more of an outcast 

than ever before. I was forced to process criticism such as you are different and weird and I believed it. 

To cope I acted out and was rebellious. 

I found an ally in my grandfather, an Englishman who encouraged me to create art like him; folk art and 

woodwork. I was good at this and for the first time in my life I felt a sense of belonging and purpose 

even winning an award for my work. 

However my life path was never destined to be an easy one and I began a tumultuous journey that saw 

me leave home and my education behind. I worked where I could to make a living but eventually found 

myself becoming the aboriginal woman cliché. In an abusive relationship, not knowing who I truly was or 

what my purpose in life was about.  

This was not my truth and I rebelled again. In a way that is serving me to make change for myself and 

further the people I belong to. I have undertaken studies in community work looking to be a voice of 

calm, reason and unity for those of my people who I see to be suffering and in trouble.  

This work has led me to embrace the deep connection I feel toward art making and I embraced the 

opportunity to develop new skills upon meeting skilled Hungarian artist Akos Juhasz. Akos caught me a 

little off guard however, as I sought his council about developing skills in the modes I had already 

explored. He challenged me to question my sources of inspiration and woke up a sleeping seed of 
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curiosity about my own culture and background. In fact, he would only teach me more of his customs if I 

embraced more of my own. 

 Working with him on the Community Canvas, created for the Fraser Coast Regional Council, was a 

revelation to me. Seeing the capacity to celebrate what is special about my people and their place in our 

broader community has lit a fire to know more and cultivate deeper relations between all members of 

our communities via art; my true passion. 

My people are storytellers with a long history that is largely unshared, leaving us at times, largely 

misunderstood. Not just by others races, but by people like me when I was an 11 year old girl; waking up 

to my heritage and me now; fighting to build threads of connection that unite people instead of 

destroying them. Moving around our country and gathering information is not just about making 

another work of art but about pursuing unity and collective understanding via a modality that made 

more sense to me than any other. 

Please accept this letter as my commitment to Multicolourism: The Pilgrimage and unreserved support 

for Akos to undertake this fellowship. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Francis Blair 

 



 

 

 

 

As a freelance artist and curator based in a Regional area such as the Fraser Coast, 

inherent challenges exist with frequency and caliber of opportunity. I have 

worked determinedly to overcome these challenges to create interesting and 

challenging exhibitions and projects to raise the caliber of art experiences in our 

region. With the support of Fraser Coast Cultural Services, these new and 

progressive programs have become foundational.   

As a full time arts worker, I’ve been curating exhibitions for the past 4 years 

having completed my Diploma of Visual Art, and as I have been completing by 

degree in Fine Art.   

I work very closely with approximately 40 artists on a regular basis of which Akos 

Juhasz is unique. He has become a celebrated fixture on the Fraser Coast, having 

arrived from Melbourne in 2017 and the invitation to manage his projects is an 

extraordinary opportunity that I readily and unreservedly commit to, and see 

them an exciting and challenging test of my skills. 

My personal art philosophy, whichever form art takes, is a belief in its power as a 

social construct capable of incredible change and that when artists band together; 

they rise together to promote that change. The invitation to collaborate with Akos 

and co contributor Francis Blair is the chance to invest in a movement of social 

change and reach communities across our nation to reinforce messages that our 

peoples are fighting to believe in; messages of peace, unity and inclusivity. 

This project will be the most ambitious project I have undertaken to date and I 

relish the opportunity to be involved. My full CV can be found on my website at  

https://susielewisblog.wordpress.com/cv-2/ 

Susie Lewis. 

4 Seashore Way, Toogoom, Qld 4655. 0419178405 
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